
Edina Community Foundation
2018 Annual Report: The Tree Bears Fruit

Dear Neighbors, 

Your fellow community members had the foresight 41 years ago to invest in Edina by 
creating the Edina Community Foundation. They planted the seed to serve, strengthen, and 
celebrate the community. In the years since 1977, ECF has grown from this single seed into a 
strong tree that impacts all branches of the community and bears the fruit of many important 
programs that make Edina a better place to live, work, and raise families:

• We strengthen local youth with the Connecting with Kids program.

• We lead the Edina Challenge team to better serve our financially disadvantaged young people, in part 
through a Connect Card that helps remove barriers for participation in community activities.

• We offer opportunities for community engagement and life-long learning with the Edina Dialogue and 
Edina Reads.

• We serve as a charitable partner through our Community Impact Program, providing organizational 
services to more than 65 independent nonprofits with passions ranging from music to youth sports and 
environmental awareness to public art.

• We celebrate with the community by presenting the Edina 4th of July Parade and Fireworks.

All this growth is possible because the community supported their Foundation tree. We need to continue to 
nurture the amazing community we proudly call home. As we develop all our programs to help build your 
community, we offer you the opportunity to maintain this legacy. Please consider making a gift to ECF and 
joining the effort to bring people together to serve, strengthen, and celebrate Edina!  
   
Dick Crockett, Executive Director

Note: This Annual Report for the calendar year 2018 reflects a new approach for the Edina Community Foundation.  
After 15 years of reporting to our community on the basis of our fiscal year ending on June 30, we have decided to  
align our report with About Town’s Winter issue of January 1. We will still include the financial data for the fiscal year  
completed on June 30 and confirmed by the November audit report.

Mission: We bring people together to serve, strengthen, and celebrate our community. 



2018 Programs
Connecting With Kids
At our annual Connecting With Kids Leadership Breakfast in March, we honored these 
seven individuals for their volunteer efforts to provide children with support to grow up to 
be responsible, healthy, and caring adults: Dan Hunt, Jim Bizal, Nicholas Balghiti, Ukasha 
Dakane, Ron Hoistad, Craig DeBerg, 
and Tom Magne. We also presented a 
Student Leadership Award to Nia Diaby. 
The guest speaker was Hugh McCutch-
eon, the University of Minnesota Wom-
en’s Volleyball Coach, whose inspira-
tional message was Learning to Be All 
You Can Be. 

Edina Challenge
We continued to lead the Edina Challenge Team of representatives from more a dozen oth-
er community organizations collaborating to create better outcomes for the approximately 

750 kids in poverty or near-poverty in Edina. We have 
issued Connect Cards to more than 250 kids to confirm 
their  eligibility for benefits offered by several local 
youth activity groups: Edina Parks & Recreation (with 
scholarship funds provided by ECF), Southdale YMCA 
and the Edina Baseball, Basketball, Football, and Edina 
Girls Athletic Associations.

Edina 4th of July Parade and Fireworks
We strive to provide this family-friendly celebration of our country and community. The 
Parade attracts more than 20,000 spectators on the route from City Hall to 50th & France, 
and the fireworks show at Rosland Park has an estimated audience of 10,000. Led by 
volunteer chair Tom Gump, the Parade Team 
organizes a blend of more than 90 units of 
community groups and paid entertainers. The 
2018 parade theme was Edina’s Seniors, and 
Grand Marshals Kay Bach, Frank Cardarelle, 
and Betty Hemstad were recognized for their 
long records of service to the community. 
These events were preceded by a Backyard 
Bash event to build community support for the 
parade and a July 3 Veterans Dinner to honor 
local veterans.

Hometown Heroes and 
Hometown Champions
Last year we created a new form 
of recognition for major corporate 
donors whose support was not 
directly linked to sponsorship of 
any of our programs.  

Our Hometown Heroes—
Dow, Think Bank, and Western 
National Insurance each made 
$5,000 contributions.

Our Hometown Champions—
Cahill Financial Advisors, 
Tradition Pass It On, Accredited 
Investors, and Washburn 
McReavy Funeral Chapels each 
made $2,500 contributions.

It Takes A Village
As we look back on 2018, we thank 
all of our co-hosts, donors, program 
participants and volunteers who 
have played vital roles in serving, 
strengthening, and celebrating our 
community.

For more information about our 
programs and charitable giving 
opportunities, contact Executive 
Director Dick Crockett at 952-883-
9573 or edfoundation@EdinaMN.
org. Or visit our website at www.
edinacommunityfoundation.org. 



Edina Reads
In collaboration with the Edina Library and 
the Edina Reads Committee, we co-hosted 
a series of programs featuring a variety of 
written works:
• What’s Edina Reading? with eight local 

leaders and readers sharing their favorite 
books;

• National Poetry Month: A Poetry Hoote-
nanny with readings by four poets;

• History of Wolves, a novel by Emily 
Fridlund (a 1997 Edina High School graduate), interviewed by 
her high school English teacher Betsy Cussler; and

• Next of Kin and The Holdouts, mysteries by Edina author 
James Tucker. 

Edina Dialogue
We offer these programs to bring people together for community 
conversations. The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday pro-
gram co-hosted with the Edina Library in January featured repre-
sentatives of the Edina Human Rights and Relations Commission 
and the Race and Equity Task Force.
 
With the Edina Chamber of Commerce, we co-hosted the 6th An-
nual CEO Roundtable in October. The topic was Keeping Up 
With Changing Markets: Your Customers Are Calling the Shots; 
the keynote speaker was U.S. Bank Vice Chair Gunjan Kedia, 
with panelists Paul Mooty, Chairman & Partner of Faribault Wool-
en Mill Company (and former ECF Board Chair), and Marlena 
Hemenway, CXO of Geneva 
Suites Senior Care.

In November, we co-hosted 
an Edina Dialogue on Women 
in the Military in cooperation 
with the Friends of the Edina 
Library and the Edina Senior 
Center. Retired American His-
tory teacher Lonni Skrentner 

interviewed a panel of seven women who served in the United 
States Armed Services during wartimes from WWII to the present.

Community Impact Program
“Building our community, one great idea at a time.” 
We sharpened our focus of serving as an incubator for the Edi-
na nonprofit community by offering charitable and organizational 
services to more than 65 program partners. New partners in 2018 
and their aspirational mission statements included:

Bluebirds & Blooms, an initiative by 
Karen Wooldridge and Laura Hogan 
to improve the emotional health and 
well-being of individuals in health 
care facilities by delivering recycled 
flowers, encouragement, and kindness. 
They use volunteers to collect, rear-
range, and deliver the flowers to some 
500 residents each month. 

EHS Project Earth, led by student 
Natalie Swanson to educate its members and others about the en-
vironment and what can be done to protect it.

The Gardenware Project, led by Amy Ware and Ann Lagorio, to 
give beauty, share love, and spread joy to hospice and senior com-
munities through the gift of flowers. With 10-15 volunteers, they 
created more than 2,000 arrangements in their first year.

Edina Service Organization, formed by Sarah Knapp and Kari 
Mawn to inspire a legacy of social awareness and compassion 
by coordinating student volunteer effort in our community and 
schools and empowering Edina students to succeed as confident, 
well-rounded and socially aware contributors to society.

Wonderful Life MN, started by Robert and Stacy Cundy and Josh 
and Suzanne Jasberg to host a Christmas holiday fundraiser to en-
sure that the happy, healthy, prosperous and truly wonderful life 
enjoyed by so many Minnesotans is experienced by all Minneso-
tans.



 

Community Support                                       
$597,797 

Community Impact
Program:  $352,219 (59%)
Program Service Revenue:
$78,087 (13%)
Unrestricted Gifts:
$126,087 (22%)
Net Investment Income:
$40,862 (7%)

2017-2018 Finances
Our total program services expenditures (Community Impact Program Grants and Direct and Indirect Costs of Program 
Services) of $438,080 were 80% of our total expenditures of $545,371, much greater than the 70% minimum recommended 
by the Minnesota Charities Review Council. 

Board of Directors 
Mamie Segall, President
Tom Gump, Vice President
Jeff Ohe, Secretary
Steven McDonald, Treasurer
Katie Aafedt
Caroline Correia (as of 7/1/18)
Michele Herring*
James Hovland
Carolyn Jackson (as of 7/1/18)
Bradley Johnson
Andy Matysik*
Richard Meyer
Richard Olson*
Abby Power
Kara Rios
Rebecca Sorensen

* Terms expired on 6/30/18. 
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Directors Emeriti
Bradley Beard
Bernie Beaver
Ron Erhardt
Scott Housh
Dennis Maetzold
Bonnie McGrath
Richard Olson (as of 9/1/18)
Fred Richards
Carolyn Schroeder
Geof Workinger

Staff
Dick Crockett, Executive Director
Edie Opdahl, Donor Services
Karen Contag, Development Relations (until June 2018)
Annie Schilling, Development Relations (as of August 2018)
Tina Bohrer, Communications Services
Patty Dronen, Connecting With Kids Director

 

Expenses   
$545,371 

Community Impact Program
Grants:  $294,007 (54%)
Program Services--Direct
Costs:  $76,167 (14%)
Program Services--Indirect
Costs:  $67,906 (12%)
Management and General
Expense:  $49,613 (9%)
Fundraising:  $57,678 (11%)

Auditors: Ellingson and Ellingson, Ltd. The complete audited statement for this and prior fiscal years, our IRS form 990 and   
Minnesota Charitable Organization Annual Report are available upon request.


